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N. & W. PIER MATTER
COMES UP TO-DAY.

Further Interviews on the New
Plan to be Considered.

GENERAL INTEREST IS SHOWN.

Vesselmen Toll of tlio Increase of Curront
at I.am belt's Point by the l'lors Thcro

IteprtrHOiitatlvvs of lliu Truck and Oy.stor
I I. Claim That the Small Fleet Is In¬

jured by Tiers That Project Far Out Into
the IValere. ay Many Interesting l llets

Will Probably bo Drought Out To-tlay
liefere t lie llurbor Commissioners.

From Us Issue of July 31 to this
morning, inclusive, the Virginian-Fl¬
int has in each Issue given the opin¬
ions of leading citizens on the pier
question thai will again come up to¬
day before the Harbor Commissioners.

It 1ms not picked the men that it
has seen, but has endeavored to give
their views fairly and Impartially. The
great preponderance of public opinion
is, hat the granting of a permit to
build the Norfolk and Western long
piers was n great mistake.
Tin- Reed board, of which .Mr. Dolde

was u member, acknowledged this as
is shown by Its odlclul records. This
board considered the pier question at
Its llrst meeting, on July 3. 1884; at Its
second meeting, on July 23, 1884;-and
Ul Its third meeting, held September -',
1884, the Hoard of Harbor Commission¬
ers, after full consideration, adopted a
report condemning the building of the
piers. Tills report was published In the
Virginian-Pilot of July 3lst.
The Interviews that have been pub¬lished In the Virginian-Pilot have been

with prominent men in the various
lines of business, bankers, lawyers,
merchants, physicians, Councilman
and, most Important of all. with prac¬
tical men directly interested In the pre¬
servation, vessel owners, vessel und
tug captains, owners of truck, fish und
oyster ln.ats, and men who deal di¬
rectly with these last named classes
Of men as ship handlers, vessel agents,
and trm k buyers and shippers.
The opinions of these men should be

carefully considered by the Hoard Of
Harbor Commissioners, as haste in
matters of such importance may place
a burden on this port and section thai
will grow heavier as the years roll by.
It Is the demand or our cltixena that
the mistake of DR3 be not repeated at
this lato day. Herewith we publish
further Interviews on the pier matter:

MR. W. H. HOPKINS.
Mr. W. H. Hopkins, of the Hopkins

Oyster Company; when seen yesterday,
said the new plan us proposed is fully
ns objectionable as the one that was

withdrawn. He speaks on the subjei t
from personal knowledge, as he lias
frequent occasion to pass the Lam¬
bert's Point piers in small craft and his
company owns a number of oyster
boats.
He says that any pier out so far ns

the proposed pier is objectionable, and
that tin: present piers should b" short¬
ened several hundred feet for the bene¬
fit of the smaller craft that have been
and are of such great value to this
port. Mr. Hopkins slates that oyster
boats coming to this port to the pack
lug houses are frequently unable to
come In mi ace.mnt of the strong Ilde
off Lambert's Polnl piers, caused by
the project ion of the piers so far into
the channel way. When the piers nre
reached tiny frequently shut off the
wind and the small craft nr.? forced
back by the tide and compelled l<> an¬
chor to await it favorable tide, thus
loosing many hours and being unable
to reach the oyster packing houses at
n reasonable time. This applies to the
truck fleet ns well, and this is a serious
matter to truckers When Ihey are try¬
ing to reach the steamship landings in
time to get their loads off to the East¬
ern markets. From the standpoint of
one who regards our small trink and
oyster fleet as a very Important fea¬
ture of Norfolk's trade, Mr. Hopkins is
cyiposed t<> the present long piers,
favors shortening them In order to
remedy existing bad conditions, ami
the establishment of the Port ¦War¬
den's line where it was originally re¬
commended by the United Stales Ad¬
visory Hoard.

('AFT. .T. T. WHITE.
Capt. J. T. White, of J. T. White &

Co.. one nf the well-known oyster
packers nf Atlantic City Ward, says heis in favor of short piers, cutting off
the Lambert's Point piers and llxing
the Fort Warden's line much further
Shoreward in order to preserve the
channel way and maintain our licet of
small craft.
He stated that as it now is small

craft arc frequently unable to get tins
side of Lambert's Point piers in u head
wind or with a moderate wind because
of the strong ebb tide that is Intensified
by the Lambert's Point piers-. He
slates that if the riparian owners on
the other side of Ihe river also build
out to the Port Warden's line, as they
have an equal right to do, small craft
will be practically barred out of the
harbor unless they are towed or have a
fair wind and tide in. and tow charges
Will lie a heavy burden.
Captain White states that there nre

twelve or fifteen oyster packing houses
In Norfolk, employing on an nverageAbout seventy-five hands. With the
oyster boatmen and nil employees it is
estimated that the Industry here em-
I loys D.OjO hands and supports over
10.000 people during the oyster season.
"White & <"'o. have a number of boatsof their own. hence they are practical
men when speaking on the subject nowunder consideration. Captain White Isalso in favor of cutting off about 300feet of Hospital Point.

CAPT. GEORGE TRAVIS.
Capt. Oeorge Travis has been cominginto this port to-.- live years, lie i incharge of the oyster boat Gladys Whit¬ing, and hence knows the difficultiesof this port. He states that of his ownknowledge the Lambert's Point pl<"-«are a serious Impediment to the fleetOf truck, fish and oyster boats. He en¬dorsed nil that Capt. White said rela¬tive to the strong, ebb tide at Lam¬bert's Point and the delay caused when

the winds were not favorable and the

small boats could not pass the Lam¬
bert's Point pier except in tow. Ho
states that there is general complaintabout the piers by the men in chargeof tho smull craft that form the greattruck. Ilsh and oyster lleet here. tiefavors shortening the Lambert's Point
pier, a new Port Warden's line farther
In shoreward, and the refusal of anylurthcr privileges for long piers pro¬jecting far out into the waterway.

Mit. 1». LOWENBERO.Mr. D. Lowcnbcrg would not talk for
publication.

MR. B. E. OBERNDORFER.
Mr. B. E. Oberndorfer said he favor¬

ed all Improvements that win helpbuild up the city, but did not believe
in any obstruc tion in the harbor. He
was not well enough posted to give tin
opinion as to tho merits of the ques¬
tion under discussion, but to use bis
own language, the city and United
Stales Government has a dead cinch in
making the Norfolk and Western cut
off its piers If the Groner Board es¬
tablished the Port Warden's line be¬
yond the Mm- recommended by the
United States Advisory Hoard, and the
I'nlted States has not since accepted
this line.

ODELL BROS.
Messrs. Odell Bros, nre commission

merchants at the foot of Roanoke dock,
und as large dealers in truck they are
constantly thrown into contact with
the truckers who bring their truck to
market in small sloops from points in
North Carolina and Virginia. They
say that the complaints they hear
against the Lambert's Point pier are
numerous from the captains of the
trucking vessels.
"It takes room for nil sailing vessels

to enter a harbor In safety." said Mr.
Odell yesterday. "1 see Mr. J. Prank
Last favors tho building of the addi¬
tional pier. Mr. Bast may know how to
make barrels, but he doesn't know any¬
thing about sailing vessels. These
piers are greatly in the way of ship¬ping.

TRUCKERS OPPOSE IT.
The reporter saw a number of truck¬

ers who bring their truck to market
by way of water, and they all explain
themselves as opposed to the present
piers. They have noticed the effect Hm
piers have on the tide, which at times
makes it almost impossible for their
craft to sail past the piers. Another
pier would only increase that difficulty.

MR. J. L. HUBARD.
Mr. J. L. liubard, of the law firm of

Hubard & liubard. said he was glad
the Vlrglniah-Pllol had made Us light
against the obstruction of the harbor.
He thought It had had Its effect al¬
ready. He thought lie- building of the
pit rs so far out was evidence of short¬
sightedness on the part of those who
allowed them id be built, lie had talk¬
ed with a Norfolk and Western man.
who told him that the officials of the
road had given up the idea of building
a long pier, and were going to build a
slant one instead. He thought the Nor¬
folk and Western could not afford to
block the entrance to the harbor, and
would not do so. The city should en¬
courage the building of the pier, if it
did not extend far Into the river, but
build short [decs.

MR. PRANK P. ROBERTS.
Mr. Prank P. Huberts, of Newport

News, was a visitor In Norfolk yester¬
day, and after a brief chat will» a Vir¬
ginian-Pilot reporter the conversation
touched on harbor conditions and the
Lambert's Point pier matter.
Mr. Roberts stated that he was. for

many years, supercargo on vessels
coming to this port, and he is quite
familiar with this harbor and the
channel to Norfolk. He slated that
what he considered Hie best policy for
Norfolk was r»n improvement of the
channel, Including the cutting off or
Hospital Point, shortening the Lam¬
bert's Point piers, and a general widen¬
ing, deepening and straightening of the
ha title). This would reduce the pres¬

ent force of the ebb tide at Lambert's
Point pier, give the enlarged channel
thai will be ti.led for the future de¬
mands or the port, and round off the
sharp curves that are so objectionable
lo large vessels of all kinds. These
Improvements would also greatly ben-
elit small craft; while further long
piers lending to still further narrow
the open channelway win increase the
force of Hie ebb tide that is- already
troublesome to both large and small
craft of all kinds.

ONLY A PAINTER'S CAUSE.
"I am a palmer, only, but I have the

same personal interest in the city thai
wealthier and more important citizens
have," said a master painter, speaking
to a reporter for the Virginian-Pilot.
Hut 1 am tun willing to appear in

print ns being opposed to anything the
Norfolk and Western railway wishes,
because of the immense Influence it
can welld. 1 am heartily in favor of
the position the Virginian-Pilot has
taken. 1 feel thai it is defending my
personal interests and. speaking, also,
for many another mechanic, like my¬
self, who cannot state his own case for
fear of injuring his prospects for
work."
"You must know," continued the

painter, "that a man. who depends al¬
most solely on his dally labor for his
support, is not so independent as other
men nre."
"Now, I feel that the channel of this

river and the harbor are estates that
we got from our forefathers, and that
should be transferred whole and beau¬
tiful to our children. If the Virginian-
Pilot, fighting the cause of the plain
people, is successrul In saving these
heritages, it will have done a work for
which the plain people and all other
people will honor and applaud it. My
worl for it. there are many such as

1 am. We are watching this discussion
with interest. We hope you will win."

MR. A. POLAND NASH.
Mr. A. Unland Nash, of the firm of

C. A. Nash A Son. said that the Nor¬
folk and Western railway should have
all the piers and all the facilities it
needed provided, <>f course, they did
not interrupt navigation or do some
other injury to the city. He raid the
railway Is a great benellt to this city.
It Inings a great deal of money here.
Hut It comes here because this is such
a magnificent harbor. Mr. Nash said
that he has talked recently with an
Officer of one of the United States ves¬
sels, whli i barely escaped a dreadful
accident at the coal piers and because
of them. This officer said that there Is
not a competent officer in the United
States Navy who will not declare that
those piers should come down. They
project too far. There cannot be the
slightest doubt of that, despite what
the advocates say of the needs of the
Norfolk and Western railway and what
is said by those who maintain that the
piers are not detrimental to navigation.

MR. T. J. HOGGARD.
Mr. T. J. Hoggard, of the firm of H.

Continued on Page 3.

SUDDEN DEATH OF
C. P. HUNTINGTON.

The Founder of Newport News
Passes Away Without Warning.
HIS BUSINESS CONNECTIONS.
Tin- Great Railway Magnate, Who Recently

Vllltoil Virginia, Win Apparently in the
Hest of Health, IJut Only Lived Forty-
five Minutes After Illness Attacked Him
-Tito Extent of Ills Fortune-Effect of
Ills Death on the New York Stock
Market Yesterday.

(By Telegraph to Virginian-mot.)
Buquette Lake, N. Y.. Aug. II..C. P.

Huntington, president of the Southern
Pacific Railroad Company, died :it his
camp, Pine Knot, in the Adlronducks,
at about midnight. Heart disease was

the direct cause of death. Apparently
well on retiring ut 11 o'clock, he was
taken suddenly with a choking spell,
which was quite common with him, and
which waa not thought to be serious;but he became worse. As soon as the
seriousness of the attack was realized
a messenger wus dispatched to the
neighboring camp of Governor Lou s-
berry for a doctor, and lie was on hand
In half an hour. Mr. Huntington died
without regaining consciousness, not
more than three-quarters of an hour
having passed between the attack and
his death. Mrs. Huntington and Mr.
lluntington's secretary, G. K. Miles,
were at his bedside at the time Of
death.

IN THE BEST OF HEALTH.
Early in the day of Monday Mr.

Huntington appeared to be enjoying
the best of health, walking about bis
preserve and taking a trip on his pri¬
vate steamer the Onconta; and he rc
marked to friends that he was feeling
unusually well. Ills adopted son.
Archer M. Huntington, was notified at

that Dewel blew up three of hla
wagons, six British prisoners, who es¬
caped from Dewet's camp, state thatMr. Steyn is confined In the camp un¬der surveillance, and that Dewet wattforced to abandon his ammunition and
thirty horses. They also confirm the
report that Methuen captured one ofDewet's .uns and shelled the main con¬
voy effectively. Ian Hamilton tele¬
graphed that he hopes to bo at lilaauw-
bnnk to-day will» bis main body. Mil¬
lion's mounted troops are pushing on
to the westward."
Another report from Lord Roberts, of

the same date, says:
"Methuen and Kitchener still follow¬

ing Powet and Steyn; yesterday reach¬
ed Modderfonteln, ten miles east of
Ventersdorp. Methuen Is in touch with
Dewet's rear guard.
"Smith-1 »orlen reports that the

Shropshlres recently marched 43 miles
in hours, and the city of Loitilnn Im¬
perial volunteers 30 miles In ten hours,
hoping to prevent Dewet from erossing
the Krugersdorp-Potschefstroom rail¬
way.
"Puller's occupation of Kmerlo is

having it goo.I effect.
"A Held cornet and one hundred ami

eighty-two burghers of the Standerton
commando surrendered yesterday to
Clevy."

THE PHILIPPINES.

OPERATIONS OF UNITED STATES
TRI » IPS- PELL FLAT.

(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot)
Manila, Sunday, July 12..Reports

from the Vlscayas Islands show that
there bus been increased activity
among the Insurgents there during the
last six weeks. The American losses
In the Island of Panay last month
were greater than in any month since
January last.
General Mojica, in Lcyte ami General

Lucdan, in Samar, are harassing the
garrisons, shooting into the towns tin-
ring the night and ambushing small
parties, firing ami thon retreating upon
the larger bodies. The rebels posses nn
ample supply <>f ammunition ami are

organised to a considerable degree.
The Americans have garrisoned three

towns on Samar Island, two of which
shelter a tenth of the original inhabi¬
tants who suffer from tho continual
"sniping" of the rebels from the sur¬
rounding hills. The third is without
any native inhabitants, the rebel out¬
posts, a mite away, preventing their
return l<> their homos.
When amnesty was proclaimed It

practically waa without effect, and Jhc

MAJOR-GENERAL GROSS VON SCHWARZ NO FF,
Chiof of Staff of Field Marshall Count Von Wnldersce, recently appointed

Commandcr-in-Chlcf o£ the Allied forces In China.

.in early hour this morning. After
much difficulty nn<l delay the news <>f
the death was delivered to \V. West
Durant, who was jointly connected
with Mr. Huntington in the Raquette
Lake railway. The remains are to be
conveyed to the Huntington resilience
In New York. The funeral cortege Is
expected to start from Raquetto Lake
to-morrow, but may not be able to
reach New York City before Thursday.
The time for the funeral lias not yet
been announced.

EFFECT IN NEW YORK.
New York. Aug. 14..Mr. Hltntlngton'S

death hail little effect on the general
stock market. Even his own stocks,
chief among which was Southern Pa¬
cific, were hardly disturbed. Some
large lots of Southern Paeltie came
out in the Initial transactions, but they
were promptly taken by banking Inter¬
ests known to represent the lnle mil¬
lionaire, and as a result the price .,f
Southern Pacific soon rallied from its
one point decline. It seemed to be the
general opinion of those conversant
with Mr. Huntingtons affairs that he
had left his properties in such shape as

to permit of easy handling by others.
Wall Street estimates the fortune of

Mr. Huntington at from $10,000,000 to
$50.000.000.

BUSIN ESS t IONNECTIONS.
Mr. Huntington at (he time of his

death was president and director of the
Southern Pacific Company, president
and director of the Pacific Mail Steam¬
ship Company, president and director
of the Southern Pacific Railroad of
California, director of the California
Pacific Railroad Company, director of
the Galveston, Harrisburg and San An¬
tonio Railroad Company, president and
director of theGuatamnla Central Rail¬
road Company, and director als.i in the
following: Gulf, Western Texas and
Pacific Railroad company. Louisiana
Western Railroad Company, Mexican
international Railroad Company, Mor¬
gan's Louisiana and Texas Railroad
and Steamship Company, Newport
News Light and Water Company. Nee/
York. Texas and American Railroad
Company. Old Dominion anil Cali¬
fornia Railroad Company. Western
Union Telegraph Company. i'-:..it
Gas Company, Fuenta Coal Company
and Metropolitan Trust Company, of
this city.

THE UNFORTUNATE BOcRS-

DEWET'S LOSSES PRESIDENT
STBY N WATCRED.BRITISH

Mi IVEMBNTS,
(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)

London, Aug. 14..Lord Roberts re¬
ports to the War Office, under dale of
Pretoria. August 13, as follows:
"Kitchener reports from School-

plaats, eitfht miles cast of Ventersdorp,

expectation that the proclamation
would acci-omplish much In the unex-
plred time la daily diminishing.
Tlie Philippine t'«Immission. It Is now

announced, will make all future civil
service appointments,
Several minor engagements occurred

last week In Luzon. The rebels used
smokeless powder, which they must
necessarily have obtained by filibuster¬
ing.

SENATOR BUTLER-

DEFINES HIS POSITION ON PRESI¬
DENTIAL ELECTION.

(By Telegraph to VIrglnian-Pllot.)
Lincoln, Neb., Aug. 14..The Indepen¬

dent, a local Populist paper, telegraph¬
ed Chairman Butler, of the National
Populist Committee, for a denial of the
report that he would take the stump
for McKinley. The following telegram
was received in reply:
"Raleigh, N. C, Aug. 14..Report un¬

qualifiedly fals.-. 1 am for Bryan and
tin' People's Party nominee for Vice-
President. I am in favor of the com¬
mittee nominating a candidate on Att-
gUCSt 27, I nin not a Democrat. I ant
not a Republican, i am a Populist, I
wa snot for Stevenson In 1*»!*- and am
not (or him now.

"MARION BUTLER, Chairman."

Recovery of Anclont Records-
(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
London, Aug. 15..Mail advices t<» the

Daily News front Constantinople, dated
August S. announce the arrival there
of Prof. iL V. Hllprecht, head <>f the
.University of Pennsylvania expedition
to Nippur, after having discovered the
library of the great temple, with over
lT.riito tablets dealing with historical
and literary matters, not one of them
Of Inter date than '_'L'S0 B. C.
"The unexplored remains of the libra-

I ry\" says the correspondent, "will rc-
quire live years for excavation, if
those parts prove as rich in results as

j the portion already found, there will
be no example In the world's history,
not even in Egypt, of so complete a
recovery of the records of ancient
civilization."

Sonntor Ingnlls Dylnr?.
(By Telegraph to Vlrglnlan-Pllot.)
Atchlson, Kan.. Aug. II..Former

United States Senator John J. Ingalls,who Is in LnsVcgns, N. M., for his
health, is sinking rapidly. Ills son,
Sheffield, to-day started for the bed¬
side of his father.
A telegram from Mrs. Ingalls receiv¬

ed here to-day announces the serious
condition of Mr. Ingalls, who has been
in the southwest for over a year suffer¬
ing with throat affection. «

A MYSTERIOUS
CABLEGRAM.

The Government Witholds From
the Public One From Pekin.

THE CHINESE SITUATION.

What News Uta Message From the Imjiris-
oned Putted st it.-s MlnUtor Couveyed it

Altogether a Mutter of speculation Tli*4
Anxiously Expected Uvssage Front (Jen-
oral Cltnffce Failed to Mntcrlnltso.
Chlnn May Fusslbly Vlold lo Demands
The Landing of UrlUsli Troops.

(By Telegraph to Vlrglnlan-PllotA
Washington, D. C, Aug. 14..At the

close of the official day at the State
Department the following official an¬
nouncement was bulletined:
"The Department of State announces

that a message from Minister Conger
tins been received, but of underlain
date and not In reply to the telegram
sent him on August 8th. It will not be
made public."
This came at the conclusion of* aperiod of intense expectancy, and yet

one devoid «'f any actual developments,
save In the foregoing meager an¬
nouncement. Minister Conger'B mes¬
sage was received In Washingtonshortly before noon, coming llrst tothe Chinese legation by the usual
route through Chinese officials. It wasin the American cipher, without dale,and signed with the minister's name.

A CONFERENCE.
It was transmitted to the state De¬partment and conferences began be¬

tween Acting Secretary Adec ami Sec¬
retary Hoot. Throughout the after¬
noon, however, the State Departmentmaintained an unaccountable reticence
concerning the subject, declining toadmit that the message was In hand.The suspense was cleared Up at 4o'clock by the above announcement, it
was slated authoritatively that whilethe message was of n confidential char¬
acter, and for that reason could not,and would not be given out. yet. as :i
means of allaying possible misinterpre¬tation, it could be said that the dis¬patch showed neither it better condi¬tion, nor a worse condition on the partof the lecatloners at Pekln.

THE MESSAGE.
It did not indicate whether MinisterConger has. or has not. received anymessages from thin Government. No¬thing was contained in the messagewhich will cause any change In the in¬

structions to General Chuffec. In fact,it was stated In this same authorita¬
tive quarter that the only additional
instructions sen! t.< General Chaffeesince he left Washington were those
of a more specific and explicit nature,which the developments in China', im i
the information received by the War
Department, normsttntod.

NO WORD I'KOM CHAFFEE.
Throughout the day, word was anx¬

iously awaited from General Chnffoe
as to the development of the militarysituation near Pekin, but not a word
came, nor did Admiral Rcmey sendanything on the situation. The last
heard from General Chnffeo he was at
Ha Si Wu, and, according to nil cal¬
culations, he must now be very near
Pekln, unless events have occurred to
delay the advance.

MUCH TO HE DONE.
The officials are taking Into accounl

that an advance even up to rekin
leaves much to be accomplished in a
military way. it was tated to-day byah Official who has lived at Pekln that
nothing short of the heaviest artillerycould make any Impression upon the
walls of the Imperial city. He sail
light artillery would be of no avail, and
for this reason, the advance of a living
column up to the walls of the city
could effect little if a stubborn defense
were determined upon. The walls are
some fifty feet high, and wide enough
on top for two coaches to pass abreast.
From an offensive standpoint, Iho
walls afford Opportunity for planting
guns, while from a defensive stand¬
point they con'.I nol bo breached, ex¬
cept by the use of very heavy projec¬tiles.

CHINA MAY VIELD.
Although the situation admits of the

prospect of an assault upon Pekln. yet
government officials were decidedly
mote hopeful to-day that a sohltIon of
the chines,, problem would bo found
without resource to such heroic mea¬
sures. The Improved feeling Is based
largely on the belief that China, realiz¬
ing that her sacred capital is about to
be besieged by the armies of the world,
will yield everything and that the lega-tloners will bo delivered on the terms
of the allies.
LANDING OF BRITISH TROOPS.
The attitude of the United States

concerning the landing of British
troops at Shanghai has been made
known to the foreign governments
through their representatives her.-.
This had the effect of practically elim¬
inating Hie United states from the
question. Neither the French nor the
German governments is disposed'to ac¬
cept calmly the landing of British
troops, and it is under.-too I that strongrepresentations, both from Frame and
Germany, are now being made at Lon¬
don. As summed up by a well Inform¬
ed diplomat, these representations In
effect are that for every British marine
landed at Shanghai, France and Ger¬
many would als., land a marine. It is
felt moreover, that the Issue Involved
relates not only to Shanghai, but vir¬
tually to the control of the entire YangTse klang valley, known as the pnrn-dlse of China.
Foreign governments have manifest¬

ed a desire also to learn the views of
the United States Concerning the In¬
structions of Russia to her minister at
Pekin, M. deGlers, In respose to In¬
quiries here. It bus been made known
that this government looks upon the
course of Russia as substantially the
same as that of the United States, and
that the Powers are therefore acting in
substantial unanimity.

THE BRAVE JAPANESE.
(Copyright. l'JOO. by Associated Press.)
Shanghai, Aug. 13..The following

dispatch has been received from the

Associated Press correspondent with
the allted forces, dated Pelt Saner. Au¬
gust .=>. and forwarded by tnuil to Che
Foo and Shanghai.

' The glory of to-day's lighting be¬
longs to tin- Japanese, They did all the
hardest lighting. The Americans were
in reserve, and had no casualties. The
Japanese, advancing across the plain,
had no shelter and flanked the Chinese
from their strong mud walls and
trenches extending tive miles. The fea¬
ture <>f the battle was the magnificent
Japanese cavalry charge, which re-
suited in the capture of ten field guns.

AN ORDERLY RETREAT.
"The Chinese retreat was orderly,

Jind they left but few dead on the Held,
The correspondent of the. Associate 1
Press counted two hundred dead or
WOUnded Japanese. The ltrltlsh loss
was two men killed and a few wound¬
ed. The British naval brigade guns
and two big Russian guns had a duel
with the Chine.-.,- guns, which resulted
in silencing the latter.
The Russians found the plains east

»>t the river Hooded and joined the
main army, west of it.
Every vehicle in Tien Tsln Is im¬

pressed for the transport service of
the allies, including all wagons and
rickshaws drawn by COOllesJ

BOM8ARDME NT RES I" XIEI >.
Berlin, Aug. it..a semi-official dis¬

patch from Tien Tsln, dated August 8,
says tin- Russian colonel, Woycsak, h;us
received advices from Pekln announc¬
ing that during the night of July 31
the bombardment of the foreign lega¬
tions was resumed and the European
church yard was desecrated.

PEW DEFENDERS LEFT.
London. Aug. 14..A special dispatch

from Shanghai, dated August 13, says
numerous reports from Pekln, dated
August 8. have arrived there, describ¬
ing the situation at the Chinese Capi¬
tal. It appears the Chinese are again
desperately attacking the legations,
which had very lew defenders left. It
Is also alleged that Prince Tuan and a
hundred high otlioials have left Pekln.
and that the news of the capture of
Yank Tsun caused a heavy exodus of
the residents.

CROP SUMMARY.

HEAT AND PUYNESS.IMPROVE¬
MENT IN COTTON PELT.

(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
Washington. D. C, Aug. 14..The

Weather Bureau's weekly summary of
crop conditions says:
Owing to the extreme conditions of

heat and dryncss, and excessive rains
In certain districts, the week, as a
whole, was unfavorable to agricultural
interests in the districts east of the
Rocky Mountain, but on the Pacific
coast it was very favorable.

in portions of Missouri and Kansas
corn, more especially the late planted,
has been materially injured. In the
principal States of the corn belt the re¬
ports Indicate that Hie bulk of the crop
v. ill be safe from frost by September 1
to 10. and that the late crop will be
ma lured one to two weeks later.
Heavy rains in the principal spring

wheat States prevented the completion
of the spring wheat harvest and caused
injury to the over-ripe standing grain,
as well as to that In shock and stack.
Over portions of the central belt cot¬

ton has improved slightly, although
rust and shedding are generally re¬
ported, and the crop needs rain In por¬
tions of Mississippi, wiiile suffering
from excessive moisture and lack of
cultivation in parts of Louisiana. In
the Carolinas. tieorgia and Arkansas
the condition of cotton lias deterior¬
ated materially, premature opening be¬
ing extensively reported from the
Carolinas. In Northern Texas cotton
has made favorable progress, hut else¬
where in that State It needs dry
weather and Is making too rank
growth. Some picking has been done
over the BOUthcstern portion of the cot¬
ton belt, and while cotton Is opening
in southwestern Texas, picking will mit
be general In that State for two or
three weeks.

In the Middle Atlantic States, Includ¬
ing North Carolina nnd Ohio and por¬
tions of Kentucky, tobacco has suffered
much from drought and heat, but in
the last mentioned State the general
condition of the crop is promising.
Some cutting has been done as far
north as Maryland and Ohio.

THE LAST VISIT.

OF MURDERER EEHBELL'S
SWEETHEART TO HIS

CELL.
(By Telegraph to VlrglniAn-PUot.)
Columbus. O., Aug. II..Kosslyti II.

FerreU, the confessed murderer of Ex¬
press Messenger Lane in Friday night'sPennsylvania Railway robbery, to-day
was removed to Marysville fur prelim¬inary hearing.
At '.' o'clock this morning the anguish

of Miss Costlow, Ken ell's dlance, be¬
came unbearable, nnd after a long
struggle with her pride, she begged her
father to be taken to Ferrell's cell for
a last Interview. The visit was con¬
ducted with the utmost secrecy. When
they were about to say good-bye. pos¬
sibly forever, they kissed, und the
young woman was led away. Ferret!
collapsed, and for a time was in a com¬
atose state. Miss Costlow is pros¬
trated nnd under the care of physi¬
cians.

Strikers Dolny Troops-
(By Telegrm.h ro Virginl.m-Pilot.)
Marseilles. Aug. If .The strike of the

firemen of the Trans-Atlantic Steam¬
ship Company, which began here Sun¬
day morning, is spreading, the number
of strikers being already 500, Some 3.-
Ooö civilian travellers or eawnitlng the
departure of the various vessels, as
well as 000 officers and troops of the
China expeditionary force.

In spite of the strike, however, the
French transport Alexandre left at 3
o'clock this afternoon for Algeria,
where she will embark troops ordered
to Taku.

CLASSIFICATION OF NliWS.
[SY DEPARTMENTS.

Telegraph n;.vs.P.i?e i.
Local News -Pi?cM j, &
Fditorul.Ptsi .».

[ Virginia News.Pag* 6.
North Carolina News. Pitfi 7.
Portsmouth News.Pages 5.
Berkley News.-raje 6.
Shipping.Pas* &
Real estate.Page 3.
Markets.Page, 8.

ATTEMPTED TO
KILL HIMSELF.

Captain Couch Taken to a Rich¬
mond Hospital for Treatment,

WAS TEMPORARILY INSANE*,
It is Thought Hint the Injured 3lau 9t»y

ltccover Democratic Stuto Chairman

Ellytton ltcappolnts Last Year'* Exccu-
tivo Committee Caudldato flood's
Chances in the Tenth Dlstrict-A IIat

Campaign lutho Ninth-InterestingLet*
tors Front China.

(Special to Virginian-Pilot.) ~ '

Richmond, Va., Aug. 14..Capt.
Josei it Couch lies at the Old Dominion
Hospital hero suffering from a self-
intli.. ted wound, while laboring under
temporary insanity.
Capt. Vouch has been especially ac¬

tive In the pursuit of oyster thieves,and had, it is said, incurred the enmityof u number of poachers, who had
threatened to have their revenge at
the Srst opportunity. The fear of
meeting unexpectedly with bodily harm
caused 1 is mind to give wny.
Por some time Capt. Couch had been

stationed neat West Point, guarding
iIk* private oyster beds of Dr. Georgo
Itichardson. Early this morning he
rushed Into the Terminal Hotel shout¬
ing that the oyster thieves were try¬
ing to take his life. He drew a pistol
and began to dire at random, narrow¬
ly missing several guests, lie then
rushed to the roof of the hotel and fired
two shots at himself, one grazing his
head and the other lodging In his lower
left side.

CHANCE FOP RECOVERY.
It Is thought that Urn Injured man

may recover,
The city to-day has ns guests many

Democrats, who are here to attend the
ii.ii ting of the State and Executive
Democratic Committees to-morrow
morning.
The work to-morrow will be of con¬

siderable interest, to the Democratio
party of Virginia.
DEMOCRATIC EXECUTIVE COM¬

MITTEE.
Chairman Ellyson to-day announced

that he had appointed on his Executive
Committee the same gentlemen who
served last year. Their names are as
follows:
First District.W. A. Jones.
Second District.R. E. Roy kin.
Third District.II. M. Smith, Jr.
Fourth District.Wm. Hodges Mann.
Fifth District.E. W. Saunders.
Sixth District -farter Glass.
Seventh District.Thomas S. Martin.
Eighth District-Joseph H. Wlltard.
Ninth District.\V. F. Rhea.
Tenth District.Edward Echols.
There are fifty members of the cen¬

tral body and ten of the Executive
Committee. Most of these gentlemen
will be present. Nearly all of the
twelve electors and nine nominees for
Congress arc expected. The Democrats
of the Second District have not made
a nomination as yet.

ENCOURAG1NO PROSPECT.
Set retary Joseph Putton arrived this

morning. He says the situation in the
Tenth District is very encouraging to
the Democrats. There Is no doubt, he
says, of the election of Mr. Flood, pro-
Vi Led all the Democrats will go to
work. Mr. Putton thinks the party
will perfect the strongest organization
it has ever had in the Tenth.

THE NINTH DISTRICT.
Mr. T. A. Lynch, a member of the

committee from the Ninth District.*ar¬
rived this morning'. He says the Dem¬
ocrats Of the Southwest are determin¬
ed to re-elect Judge Rhea. They will
rto to work In earnest about the first
of September. The campaign prom¬
ises to be a hot one, but Mr. Lynch
thinks Mr. Hhea will receive a larger
majority than he got two years ago.
DEMOCRATIC H E AI )QUA RTERS.
Headquarters will be opened here

ab.on the flrst of September. Secre¬
tary Putton said at least two large
roome will be needed and they cannot
be secured in the Chamber of Com¬
merce building. He will look around
elsewhere for quarters.

LETTERS FROM CHINA.
Several Interesting letters from China

have been received here. One was to
the Presbyterian Mission Board frommissionaries in Shanghai, saying that
the missionaries tire all safe and com¬
fortable, and that the younger mis¬
sionaries ure drilling in the battalions
being formed for the possible defense
of Shanghai.
A letter received by the Foreign Mis-

si.m Board of the Southern BaptistConvention from Rev. lt. E. Chambers,of the South China Mission, with head¬
quarters at Canton, states that it seems
likely that another month will see trou¬ble In South China. He says that aboutthree weeks before the date of the let¬ter the American consul ordered allAmerican women nnd children to leavecanton and take refuge in Hong Kongor Macao, and that while there Is at
present no outbreak in Canton, the sit¬uation is most delicate and some ac¬
tion slight in itself is liable to preeipt-tute trouble at any time. He says thatconsidering the situation, several mis¬sions have decided that it will be bestfor those whose furloughs are nearlylue to go home, if the events of thenear future seem to Justify them indoing so.
Mr. chambers married Miss MattleHall, of Richmond. He has been inChina about five years.Ant ther letter from Rev. R T.°f the Central China Mission,with headquarters at Shanghai, statesthat the missionaries have never o n

in any danger In Shanghai. He says,however, that the situation Is very pe¬culiar, and that while they do notseem to be In danger, they do not knowwhat a day may bring forth.
BATTLESHIP VI PC. INIA.The \V. R. Trigg Ship Company hasbeen asked by tt.e Government to bidfor the construction of the battleshipVirginia, and the three new cruisers tobe built In the near future. The Triggofficials are now at work preparingdrawings and bids which will bu sub¬mitted next month.

The launching of the torpedo boatdestroyer Decatur will take place prob¬ably during the week of the firemen'scarnival.,
The boat will he christened by MbM


